Digestive System Organ Structure and Function
**Digestive Tract**

Oral Cavity: contains the teeth, tongue, and salivary glands.  Digestion (both mechanical and chemical) begins here.
	--teeth: help to mash, rip, and grind the good to aid in mechanical digestion
	--tongue: muscle that helps to move food around the mouth to effectively break down food; also helps with swallowing.
	--salivary glands: glands in the mouth that secrete saliva to help to moisten food making it easier to chew; also, saliva contains enzymes (amylase and lipase) that help to begin chemically breaking down food.

Esophagus: muscular tube that moves food to the stomach through peristalsis

Stomach: muscular bag that continues to break down food mechanically by squeezing and sloshing food around for several hours; also, secretes hydrochloric acid (HCl) and enzymes to help chemically break down food.

Duodenum: First part of the small intestine; receives partially digested food from the stomach (chyme) and plays an important role in chemical digestion of chyme in preparation for absorption in the small intestine.

Small intestine: 20-30 ft long, muscular tube where chemical digestion and absorption of nutients occurs.  Chyme is moved through the tube by peristalsis

Large intestine: 5-7 foot, muscular tube that absorbs the liquid from the undigested mass moving through the tube.  This absortion of water helps to keep the body hydrated.  The large intestine also has bacteria that feed off the undigested mass and help to make two types of vitamin B and one type of vitamin K.

Rectum: chamber that receives stool from the large intestine and will hold the stool until it is ready to be released.

Anus: Sphincter that regulates the release of feces.

[bookmark: _GoBack]**Accessory Organs (organs not part of the digestive tract, but still very important in helping to break down food and absorb nutrients)**

Liver: Important organ that helps to process the nutrients absorbed from the small intestine.  Bile is made in the liver and secreted to the small intestine through the common bile duct which helps in digesting fats.  The liver will also help to detoxify harmful chemicals that are absorbed during digestion.

Gallbladder: Balloon-shaped organ that stores and concentrates (makes stronger) bile and then releases this into the duodenum to help absorb and digest fats.

Pancreas: The pancreas secretes digestive enzymes in to the duodenum.  These enzymes break down protein, fats, and carbohydrates.  The pancreas also makes insulin, which helps to absorb and use sugar in the blood.
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